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In pre-trial motion, defense claims moniker

BY MARGARET GIEBONS
Times Herald Sial

COURTHOUSE — Just
because his client’s micknamea
is “Murder” does not mean that
he is a killer, according to
defense attorney Michael J
Diamondstein,

Corey Jemeal Wiight’s nick-
name could just as soon .be
“Innocent Man Whoe Didn't
Commit This Crime,” claims
Diamondstein.
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Neither nickname is rele-
vant when Wright, 26, of the
400 block of Forest Ave.,
Norristown, stands trial for the
shooting death of young
Norristown mother Rose Pettis,
said the defense attomey in a
pre-trial motion.

DMamondstein wants the
court to bar prosecutors from
introducing any evidence that
Wright's nickname is
“Murder.”

Telling a jury that the man
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siting accused of murder is
called “Muarder” on the strests
would pnly prejudice the jury
aguinst him, Diamondstein
contends.

“This matter should be trisd
on its merits and not on inflam-
matory and prejudicially irrel-
evant facts,” Diamondstein
said in aoother series of
motions filed in comnection
with the case.

Wright, who is being held
without bail in the Montgomery
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¢ Rose Pettis Murder Case

ants street name out

irrelevant and could

County Correctional Facility, is
scheduled: to go to trial mext

month but the trial likely will -

be continued until all of the
pre-trial matters are resolved.
Wright is charged with first-
and third-degree murder,
firearms violations and perjury
in connection with Pettis's
death.
Prosecutors already have
given notice that they will seck
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call 610-272-1720:. -
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